Why should you care
about Wake

The way that we plan for land use
(what areas are zoned and
developed for residential,
commercial, agricultural, or other
uses) affects everything from
housing and transportation to
gquality of life and sustainability to
cost and accessibility of services
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— benefits for residents:
Housing

Improves housing choice and affordability
Increases access to important destinations

Supports diverse, vibrant neighborhoods Tra nspO rtat|o N

Reduces automobile dependence

More efficient and reliable public transportation options
Shorter commute times and reduced traffic congestion
Safer for pedestrians and cyclists

Climate and health

More efficient energy use and reduced emissions
Preservation of open spaces and recreational areas
Protection of air, water, and wildlife habitats ECO no my
More opportunities to walk and cycle

Supports local business economy
Attraction of new employers and amenities

Enhances tourism economy



Density is also good

for the city's budget 5 MHH

Operational and maintenance costs of providing services
1 increase as density decreases and infrastructure has to
extend farther from the city center

In Raleigh, smart-growth development generates over
2 50x more tax revenue per acre than conventional
suburban development (Building Better Budgets, 2013)

What city services do you depend on?

Police Department

Fire Department

Transportation
Department

Solid Waste Services

Stormwater
Management

Parks, Recreation, and
Cultural Resources

Public Utilities

Emergency assistance, crime prevention, traffic
enforcement, investigations, animal control, etc.

First emergency responder, medical and rescue
assistance, fire code inspections, fire prevention education

Street maintenance, resurfacing and cleaning, sidewalk
and pothole repair, curb and gutter repair, storm drainage
maintenance, transportation services, street lighting

Collection of garbage, recycling, yard waste, bulky items,
special loads, leaves, etc.

Storm drain maintenance, water quality monitoring,
soil/erosion/illicit discharge investigation

Art centers, parks, lakes, greenways, community centers,
leisure activities, summer camps, aquatics, adult and
senior activities, etc.

Water and sewer service



What is the status of land use
in Wake County?

Raleigh has consistently

ranked poorly in terms of

sprawl, commuting, and
affordability

Highest (Worst) VMT per Capita
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SMART GROWTH:

a type of development
characterized by efficient
land use, mixed-use zoning,
and better connectivity

Efforts to expand and

improve public transportation
include adoption of the Wake Transit
Plan in 2016, which has set aside $80
million for public transportation
projects like Bus Rapid Transit (BRT).

Public transit is most effective in
dense corridors with a mix of
residential and commercial uses,
which is why policies like Missing
Middle and Transit Overlay Districts
are critical, along with a 2030
Comprehensive Plan that looks to
move towards more mixed-use
development and efficient land uses. n | =
_ Increasing density does not always
Land use policy highlights the b mean high-rise apartment buildings -

int ted fh . duplexes, condos, and townhouses ;
Interconnectedness of housing, are also important housing choices u
transit, and climate.

Source: 2030 Comprehensive Plan
(Raleigh Department of City Planning)


https://wakeupwakecounty.org/wake-county-transit-plan/
https://wakeupwakecounty.org/wakeup_live/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Transit-Oriented-Development-Factsheet-Final-2023-Salmons.pdf
https://cityofraleigh0drupal.blob.core.usgovcloudapi.net/drupal-prod/COR22/CPUSection03Land%20Use.pdf

